[bookmark: _GoBack][image: EnfieldW]     TOWN OF ENFIELD
                                                
         Commission on Aging


                               

                          Minutes for Wednesday, February 10, 2016




Present:  David  C. Goyette, Chairperson; Alice Egan, Vice Chairperson; Anthony Messina, Priscilla Linehan, Howard B. Florian, Pamela Brown, Director of Social Services;  Pauline LaCroix, Susan Lather, Senior Center Director

Absent:  Kay Tallarita, Will St.George, Secretary; Tim Slade, Shirley Carpenter, William Edgar, Town Council Liaison; Greg Stokes, Town Council Liaison

Chairperson, David Goyette, called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m.

Secretary’s Report:  Clarified was how COA meetings are advertised in the Journal Inquirer.  David Goyette sends a notice to paper of the next COA meeting date two weeks ahead of meeting.  It is not included in the Enfield Town listing of upcoming meeting dates.  The director of the Windsor Locks Friendly/Visitor Program is paid staff , not a volunteer.  A motion was passed to accept the secretary's Report by Pauline LaCroix and seconded by Alice Egan.

Treasurer's Report:  Howard Florian, Treasurer, deferred to Pam Brown who reviewed the Report for the Commission. There is $950 remaining unallocated.  A motion to accept the Treasurer's Report was made by Alice Eagan and seconded by Priscilla Linehan.

Sub-Commission Reports:
 
Grandparents Supporting Grandchildren:  (A support group for grandparents raising their grandchildren that meets ten times a year).  David Goyette read a report that was prepared  by Amy Morales, Coordinator Enfield Family Resource Centers. The full report is attached.

Symposium:  (An effort to address the projected increase in the senior population ensuring that Enfield remains a Livable Community.  (A Livable community is one that has  affordable  housing,  supportive community features, and independence and engagement of residents in civic and social life.)  The Committee met before today's Commission meeting.  The letters of invitation were prepared for mailing to professionals who serve seniors.  The letters invite recipients to the 'Celebrating Enfield' gathering on April 26, 2016, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.   The next meeting of the Committee will be before the next COA meeting on March 9th, at 2:30 p.m.

Triad:  (An Emergency Response Organization has been revived, initiated by the Senior Center, and includes members of the Fire and Police Departments.  The Organization is committed to keeping seniors safe in their homes). Howard Florian reported that on Wednesday, March 9th, a seminar will be presented on CPR at the Senior Center. There is going to be a concerted effort to have house numbers displayed on all residential dwellings that have no numbers. On April 28th, from  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Weymouth Fire Station, there will be a pancake breakfast.   Fire safety will be discussed.  No charge for attending. Next meeting will be February 23rd.

Adult Day Care:  (A program designed to care for clients who, although live in their homes, require respite care).  Pam Brown reported that numbers were down.  Also, a fund raiser is being planned.

Senior Repair Project: (A service for senior homeowners who need minor repairs). Anthony Messina reported that the Program has been resumed.   It was also reported that during the first year of the Program, 160 jobs were completed and last year, 350 jobs were completed.  Preparations for April are being done as ladders are needed for gutter cleaning.  At present, there are three teams of volunteers.   Anthony is very impressed with the Program and praised the owner of the storage unit, who is very generous and accommodating.   Anthony' s wish list includes having some chairs and a table in the storage unit that can be used when the teams prepare for a job.

Nursing Home Project:  Alice Egan and Pauline LaCroix  purchased gifts for 53 clients who live in Blair Manor, Parkway, and St. Joseph’s.  Parkway sent a note of thanks to the COA for the Christmas gifts. 

Old Business:

Senior Resource Booklet:  At the January 10th COA Meeting, a decision was tabled on whether to update the Senior Resource Pamphlet or order new refrigerator magnets that provide emergency numbers.  David Goyette reported that the magnets would cost 48 cents a piece.   It was suggested that the color and size could be changed from the original magnet, as well as having telephone numbers updated.  A motion was made by Howard Florian to order the magnets  The motion was seconded by Alice Egan.   A discussion followed that highlighted how much the first magnet was appreciated by Seniors. The motion was unanimously passed.

Nutmeg ITN:  No report

New Business:  The continuation of an ongoing discussion on the choice of a new project to meet the needs of the senior community led to a realization that there needs to be a prolonged discussion on the role of the COA, and what direction would best help the COA fulfill that  role.  As a result, it was decided that a special meeting needed to be held to address the COA ' s future direction.  No action was taken.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Alice Egan and seconded by Anthony Messina.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 p.m.




Respectively Submitted by,
Will St. George 
Secretary

(Prepared by Priscilla LInehan as secretary was absent.)  

Next Meeting:  March 9, 2016, at 4:00pm at the Senior Center



 



cc: Lee C. Erdmann,  Acting Town Manager  
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