
ENFIELD CULTURE & ARTS COMMISSION

Minutes of Regular Meeting

Monthly Meeting – April 5, 2016

Town Hall - Enfield Room at 6:30pm

Meeting called to order at 6:40pm by Kassie Huhtanen

Present

Kassie Huhtanen, Yvonne Wollenberg, Donna Hamre, Tom Arnone, Sue 

Muldoon, Emily McIntosh, Damon Patnoe, Marguerite French, Shannon 

Esslinger, Samantha Bousquet

Minutes of the meeting were accepted by Yvonne Wollenberg and 

seconded by Marguerite French.

Special Guest presentation

Samantha visited to share information about an artist club that she is 

organizing. Her goal is to organize weekly meetings for artists and students 

to get together and work on current projects. The group is open to anyone; 

college age is the focus. She is welcoming any mediums from crochet, 

painting, drawing, digital art, etc. She will have a signup list for attendees. 

People would bring their own materials and instructors would help 

facilitate anyone who would like assistance on their current projects. 

Samantha is a current college student, she attended Manchester 

Community College and is currently attending Central CT University working

towards a Graphic Design degree. 

Her group can also be available to help with theater activities, murals, and 

other events that ECAC may need assistance with. She wanted to attend 

our meeting to let us know about her group and to gain visibility. 



She is looking for a location for her group and was invited by Tom Arnone 

to meet at 100 High Street. Tom shared that Social Services will be moving 

out of 100 High Street within the next couple of months and that 

renovation of the building is in progress. The goal is to convert the space 

into a Community Arts Center. The town will run it, heat it, and maintain it. 

There is parking available in the rear of the building and in the lot across 

the street. Tom is able to arrange to get meeting space organized for 

Samantha and her group. 

Chairperson’s Remarks

We welcomed a new member to the board, Shannon Esslinger. She 

introduced herself and we went around the table to do introductions of 

everyone in attendance. 

Kassie is working on the application and grant proposal. She is hopeful that 

she will have a draft available by May. The documents will need approval by

the Legal department before going live. 

These documents will give us a structured foundation to build on. The grant

application will help to monitor and meet our mission to bring Culture and 

Arts to Enfield and will help us to meet our focus groups: Kids, Young Adults

and Seniors. 

Treasurer’s Report

Our current balance is $35,470. Misc. expenses since last meeting $3804.10

included our $500 donation to the Women’s Club Art Show. 

Staff Liaison‘s Remarks

No Staff Liaison’s remarks, Mary is on vacation.



Old Business

The Women’s Club Art Show was a success, a couple board members did 

attend but our banner was not present at the event. We discussed for 

future events, we will need to arrange to put a board member in charge of 

making sure our banner is present and visible so that the commission is 

represented at the events that we sponsor or contribute to. Emily 

suggested that we add into the bylaws that board members should be 

committed to attend at least 3 events/year to ensure board member 

representation at the events. 

RFP Grant form and Application is in progress.

Our commission name change has been approved by Town Council. A news 

release will be prepared with our new logo. A button order “I Support 

Enfield Culture & Arts Commission” was proposed to be ordered from 

Minuteman Press in Enfield. Tom explained that within our budget we 

should have an amount that we allocate to Advertising. We also discussed 

that there should be a central location for Marketing materials that would 

be available for board members to pick up banner and inventories prior to 

events. 

A vote was proposed to approve the button order from Minuteman Press. 

$300 for 500 buttons to begin an initial inventory for marketing supplies. All

voted in favor, unanimous - vote passed.

Sue will get quotes from 3 different approved vendors for media packages 

to include banners and car magnets with our new logo.

Sue and Kassie will write up the press release and send to Mary for 

distribution. 

Emily presented a spreadsheet of current and possible future events that 

were outlined by the Events subcommittee. 

Sip and Paint in collaboration with the Powder Hollow Brewery was 

discussed. We can sponsor the event.  Powder Hollow Brewery can create a

Groupon deal “Enfield Culture & Arts Commission sponsors Sip & Paint at 

Powder Hollow Brewery”.  It will be a good way to get our name out there. 



The Brewery is now open 7 days a week. Emily will talk to the owner about 

who he has used for these types of events in the past. Emily has 

volunteered to take the lead on this event, she will have names, pricing, 

and potential dates for the next meeting. 

The farmers market is expected to start on time this year. It will begin the 

2nd week in July 2016. The Developmental Services department is looking to

form a committee of volunteers to run it due to vacancies in the town 

department. 

The Skate Park in Green Manor will be completed this summer. Contractors

are working on the plans. 

Our next scheduled event is Family Day in September.

New Business –

There is no new business.

Emily motion to close the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Hamre, Secretary


