ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, June 20, 2022
A Regular Meeting of the Enfield Town Council was called to order by Mayor Cressotti on
Monday, June 6, 2022. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.
PRAYER- The prayer was given by Councilor Hopkins.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ROLL-CALL- Present were Councilors Cekala, Cressotti, Finger, Hopkins, Ludwick, Mangini,
Pyznar, Santanella and Unghire. Councilor Despard was absent. Also present were Town
Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu; Assistant Town Manager, Steven Bielenda; Town Attorney, James
Tallberg; Director of Finance, John Wilcox; Town Clerk, Sheila Bailey
FIRE EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT- Mayor Cressotti made the fire evacuation
announcement.
MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS
MOTION #6285 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella to accept the minutes
of the June 6, 2022, Special Meeting.
Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6285 adopted
8-0-1.
MOTION #6286 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella to accept the minutes
of the June 6, 2022, Regular Meeting.
Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6286 adopted
8-0-1.
SPECIAL GUESTS – None.
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
Barbara Gilly, 17 Buchanan Rd.
Ms. Gilly came to speak in favor of money for the roof at the A & P. She has been donating
clothing for about 6 or 7 years. With the price of gas and heating oil and other things going up
people are going to need a little help. The people that work in the store are very dedicated to
making everything look nice.
Jessica Soule, 10 Brook Rd.
Ms. Soule is a 4th grade teacher at Prudence Crandall. When Columbine happened in April of
1999, she was a few months away from doing her student teaching. She heard talk of gun control
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and reform back in and still hears about it 23 years later. She calls her representatives and senators,
but she must focus on what she can change and that is her own classroom. Every teacher has
created a plan for themselves for an active shooter. Every teacher has walked outside to see what
they can see from outside; how fast they can lock the door with shaking hands; had the
conversation with students about group together or spread out when it comes to hiding; keeps their
cell phone on them to call 911; wonders how they will keep 25 frightened kids quiet; and has
hoped that they would be in the way long enough to save the lives of their students. After the
shooting in 2018 in Parkland, FL, she and her colleagues met with the former head of security for
Enfield Schools and asked for five changes to be made to the building to provide more security.
Not one of these actions has been taken in the 1,587 days since then. There have been 13 more
school shootings since that one. She stated that they were told that they were financially asking
for too much. The five things asked for were, classroom doors that lock from the inside, mirrored
one-way film on doors and windows, classroom evacuation windows, 2-door entry system, and
concrete blockades at the front of the school. She asked the Council, Mayor Cressotti, the BOE,
Mr. Drezek and Mr. Longey to consider that what has been done this far is simply not enough.
Please don’t dismiss the requests of the teachers to make the buildings safer.
Art Mullen, 80 Mullen Rd.
Mr. Mullen stated that he was back for part 2 of “see something, say something”. He stated that
he has four points to make tonight. The 2022 assessment of his home identified it as being 2478
sq. ft. when it is only 1512 sq. ft. He was told to verify whether the Appeal Board changes were
made to his field card in the assessor’s office. Last Thursday he went to the Assessor’s office and
picked up a copy of his current field card and he learned that his record has not been changed and
his house remains on the books for 2478 sq. ft. of living space. He would like to see an audit
performed to ensure that all the Appeals Board changes are updated by a specified date.
Mr. Mullen stated that at the last meeting someone had mentioned that the assessment minutes and
documents had been taken down from the website and public view because they were confusing,
handwritten, and illegible. He perused a copy and found it easy to read and legible and it should
be available for the public to view.
Mr. Mullen heard someone say that the Assessor’s office is understaffed. He said at his appeal
besides the assessor there were two additional staff. He does not feel that any of them should have
been there and stated that he thinks it is not a matter of understaffed but poorly managed.
Mr. Mullen stated that he believes that his appeal session was recorded by the Assessor, as were
other appeal sessions. He wants to know why they were recorded and what is going to happen to
the recordings.
Mr. Mullen does not think senior assessment staff is doing a good job and is not properly
addressing the issues he has. He would like the Town Council to actively get involved and take
corrective measures.
Emily McIntosh and Damon Patnoe of 11 Arbor Rd. and Renee Parida of 17 Frew Terrace.
Ms. McIntosh stated that she is the Chairman for Enfield Culture and Arts Commission. She has
given her time to this for over eight years. She has held her head high and put transparency and
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ethics in the community first. Her leadership in this commission has led to writing their own mini
grant. They have helped bring in the Opera House Players, help establish Enfield’s first poet
laureate, sponsored various art shows, concerts, art installations, and self-sustaining programs for
the community. This all goes towards Sustainable CT, which allows the town to apply for grants.
The commission has asked for transparency with the council liaison and town manager. Only once
did we receive a heads up for clarity before action was taken, that was today at 2pm. Commission
members who inquired about our $30,000 being revoked were met with a condescending public
scolding. As a commission member and resident, it is not only their responsibility to ask questions
about funding, but it is their right to inquire about it to whoever they wish. Commission members
being treated that way and punished by the Town Manager is a disgrace. Also, a disgrace was
Town Council members saying they did not agree with the Town Manager but would not offer
written support. She stated that she had to stand up alone against local government on behalf of a
local volunteer commission member and resident to stand on the right side of right. After five
months, there is still no clarity on how the town plans to change the commission so they can
delegate work to the volunteers and the commission has not been asked about their input on the
upcoming resolution changes. Programming such as movies in the park scheduled for summer are
being cancelled because the reappointments on the docket are being postponed until a new
resolution is established by the Town Council and Town Manager’s office. She stated that she can
no longer be part of a commission that is being abused and kept in the dark. Let the residents
decide if $15,000 to $45,000 of their tax dollars should be spent painting murals on property in
Thompsonville. Is losing programming worth the 50 cents they will save on their taxes while
rumors persist of giving employees over $1,000 in bonuses. The issues have led to a mass exodus
of volunteers. She is submitting the rescinded request of appointment to the commission by Renee
Poreda a new member, the rescinded request for reappointment of Damon Patnoe as member and
treasurer, the rescinded request for reappointment by Jen Ryan as a member and public relations
coordinator and her resignation as member and chairman. The town will receive the written
resignations by the end of the week. The other members have not formally submitted anything yet
but have confirmed verbally that there will be more resignations submitted. She wished the town
good luck finding a group as dedicated as the one they are losing.
Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane
Mr. Tyler stated that he is a member of the Board of Assessment Appeals and currently serving as
the chairman. He shared the assessment process as found in Connecticut General Statutes and the
Board of Assessment Appeals Handbook. The Tax Assessor and Town Manager are the town,
they are the town administration. The property owners and taxpayers are the people. The BAA,
Board of Assessment Appeals, is the official municipal agency that is designed to serve as the
appeal body for taxpayers who believe the town errored in the evaluation of their properties or
denied them exemptions. The BAA are provided by statute to act as an independent body of review
for property owners who wish to appeal their assessments. The taxpayer makes the appeal to the
BAA, not the Tax Assessor. The Tax Assessor unilaterally attempted to amend the official appeal
form that had been approved by the BAA. The changes required them to get an appraisal attached
with the appeal form. A BAA member noticed it, called him on it and they retracted it. Another
thing that the Assessor was doing was deciding whether the form was complete, that usurps the
authority of the BAA. We don’t know how many people he denied that didn’t come back. He
was chastised so he stopped doing that. Mr. Tyler’s time ran out at this point.
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Kevin Riley, 14 Pleasant Street
Mr. Riley stated that he is new to Thompsonville, but his family has been in business here for over
65 years. His mother started Riley’s School of Dance. He pointed out in a picture of a monument
that to the right of the monument is his legal right of way to his property. The building drawn is
drawn on his property. His suggestion is for the Town Attorney to table this because this is on his
property. Someone came to him from Environmental Development and hour and a half after I put
up signs that my property was for sale, prior to that they blew two deals for me. He stated that if
the Council thinks they are going to vote on this property that goes through his right of way tonight,
his suggestion would be to table it. He said he will have an injunction against it by tomorrow and
hold tight. He said everyone should be ashamed of themselves. He will not relinquish his right of
way for one minute during demolition.
Maureen Mullen, 1625 King Street
Ms. Mullen stated that when she received the new assessment for her farm property, she was in a
state of shock. There was $150,000 added on for swampy woodlands. Her family acquired the
property in 1905. She heard that it was assumed that each piece of farm property contained a twoacre building lot and that was the reason for the increase. She decided to put in an appeal. She
was told her property is out of 490 and it’s not going back. We had a meeting with the farm bureau
representative who explained Public Act 490. There was supposed to be a follow up meeting but
that did not occur. She was invited to a quick meet and greet and found out she was scheduled for
her appeal in three days but never received anything in the mail. She put in an appeal form on
February 18 and a second one on March 18 she put in a second form, and both were stamped
received by the Assessor’s office. Her brother did go to the appeal meeting, the results were that
they were granted their appeal. She wanted to know where the paper went and how they knew she
may not be at the meeting. She checked and got a certified copy of the file the BAA had, and her
copy was not in the folder. She said her card has not been changed and it does not say anything
about the new assessment after the BAA. She asked what will happen when they get the tax bill.
She wants everyone in town to feel as if they are getting the right kind of service.
Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street
Ms. Longhi stated that at the last meeting someone said, “see something, say something”. If you
are not familiar with the field cards it can be confusing. As a BAA member, there was an unusual
pattern on the back of the field cards which is why the report was called the fountain of youth
formula. It made properties get younger as they aged. If no improvements had been made to real
property, we saw that the effective year condition magically got newer or younger. These changes
artificially increase assessment values. After all the hearings and votes were taken, she went to
get each Council member’s field card, she was shocked to see the effective year was deleted on all
the cards. After the BAA issued the report that discussed the formula of the fountain of youth, the
information is suppressed or hidden from the public. She believes this can only be done by Vision
or the Assessor. This alteration of public documents, especially during appeal season, should cause
grave concern to every taxpayer in Enfield, especially the Town Council. Anyone can appeal the
BAA decisions up to two months after we rendered a decision. When someone requests their cards
now, there is different information found on the 2020 cards. The provisions of the CT General
Statute do allow for a clerical omission or mistake that do not include errors of substance. Upon
further review of the cards reprinted on 6/7/22, it appears that some of the values have changed
from the 2020 cards. The BAA is adjusting 2021, not 2020. This could be a huge problem for the
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town. She shared some sample cards. She does not know how many values were changed but she
just wanted to bring it to everyone’s attention.
Lucien Lefevre, 54 Kimberly Drive
Mr. Lefevre thanked everyone who participated in the Memorial Day Parade. He thanked
everyone who lined Route 5 to watch the parade. He also thanked everyone who attended the
wreath laying and speech at the town green. The planning that goes into the event is not easy. The
town must get permission from the state to do the parade because it is a state road not a town road.
The cooperation the town gives the Veteran’s Council is very appreciated.
Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road
Ms. Dubanoski spoke about the Freedom of Information Act. She referred to CT General
Statutes as CGS. She read several CGS pertaining to posting minutes and agendas, etc., recordings,
access to records, copies of data, altering of records and the misdemeanor associate with it. The
BAA minutes were submitted on time by the recording secretary but not posted by the town until
the end of May. After being posted late, they were removed, altered, mishandled, or
respectfully requested they be amended before adoption by the Town Manager. The minutes
from the BAA May 28th meeting were removed. Under the previous versions tab, the minutes
from 4/4 show that the minutes were changed from 14 to 12 pages. The 3/22 minutes had the
3/10 minutes attached. The 4/11 minutes had the 5/11 minutes attached. These are all violations
of the FOI Act.
Peter Jonaitis, 3 Farmstead Circle
Mr. Jonaitis came to speak about what transpired at the last meeting and not filling the Council
seat previously held by Joey Bosco. Two members stated that they did not like the answer Jim
gave about grooming and pedophiles. He stated that he has no clue why that question or some of
the other questions were even asked. He came up with his own questions. 1) Do you believe any
teacher or teachers have or had had relationships with their students or ended up marrying one? 2)
Do you believe there any pedophiles at Disney World or Disney Land? 3) Do you believe any
national or public officials or people of notoriety ever visited Jeffery Epstein’s so called “Pleasure
Island” and had sex with underage kids? 4) Do you believe teachers have had relationships
with other teachers? 5) Do you believe that an administrator has had a relationship with a
teacher? 6) Do you believe any teacher, administrator, or central office personal have ever been
caught with child porn on their computer? 7) Do you believe any teachers have used illegal
drugs above the potency of marijuana? 8) Do you believe that people involved in education
are perfect? The people who teach in Enfield do the best job they can. They are some of the best
people he has had the pleasure of knowing or teaching with. Teachers are no different than
ordinary people. He was bothered by the fact that the candidates were asked if they believe the
last election was legitimate. With the harvesting of ballots, use of drop boxes, ballots being
counted after poll watchers were made to leave, machines being questioned, results from
precincts 100% in favor of one candidate, he could see why someone would question the
election results. From Presidents to members of the House and Senate, to the media, to elected
state officials, do you believe that these people don’t lie? Or at best are master of twisting the
English language. Dick Cressotti, Uncle Dick to you, that is where he will come back up to speak
next round.
Scott DeLorge, 336 George Washington Road
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Mr. DeLorge stated that he built a house in 2018 off George Washington Road. He was a general
contractor for that job to build his own home. Everything he had to do dealing with town
employees was fantastic. Linda Campbell showed him all the departments and introduced him to
the inspectors that would be going to his home. He could not have asked for a better experience
building his home here. In 2020 he wanted to put the rest of the land into farm, and he was
approved in 2020 for 490. 2021 came and the new Tax Assessor came to the property introduced
himself, Mr. DeLorge introduced himself and the next words out of the Assessor were, “your farm
status is gone”. It took us a year or two to get into 490 and just like that it was gone. Mr. DeLorge
asked how the determination was made and the Assessor stated that he had come the week before
and no one was home, so he walked the property and made the determination. This was odd
because everyone else that had come out has called before or waited for him in the driveway. He
asked who gave him permission to do this and was answered with, he is the Town Assessor, and
he does not need permission. He was told his only option is to reapply. They started talking about
his landscaping business, and he said he too at one point was a landscaper. He started asking about
his equipment. He was trying to see if what I mentioned for equipment met my declaration of
personal property. He went down to pay a tax bill and a woman in the office told him that he can
appeal the 490. This is something that the new Assessor should have told him the day he came to
his home. The day he was at Town Hall was the last day to file with the BAA, so he had to fill it
out right then. While he was filling out the form the Assessor came out and asked him to pull his
mask above his nose. He said, sure no problem even though the request was stern and not polite.
As he was walking out, he asked why he had to wear his mask correctly when no one else was
even wearing a mask. The Assessor replied, “my building, my rules”. Mr. DeLorge replied by
saying, “sir, this is the Town of Enfield’s building, not yours”. He later found out that the lady
who helped him out got into trouble. If it was not for her, he stated he would not have gotten to
the BAA process that saved him almost $200,000 in assessment fees.
Peter Jonaitis, 3 Farmstead Circle
Mr. Jonaitis stated an old friend of his, Dick Cressotti, told him that the worst level of government
to be involved in is local politics. Having a special election to fill the vacant seat would be costly,
a very low turn-out, and would go against precedent. In living in Enfield for 45 years he only
knows of one time where a proposed candidate whose party seat became vacant, and a nomination
was put forward that nominee was not confirmed. That one time it was done by the republicans,
and it was a major mistake, they opened the door for what happened at the last meeting. There is
a process to be followed. The democrats followed the process, it is their reasoning he finds fault
with. There was mention that Councilor Cressotti was not present, he could have called in for that
part of the meeting. Someone else brought up that they were not aware of the vote and felt
blindsided, he asked “don’t you guys communicate”? One member was going to vote no because
it became political. To the Councilor caught in the middle, you could have abstained. To the
councilor who made the statement about submitting three names that was a lie. You can’t believe
they would lie, the comment about submitting three names was a lie. He thanked the one democrat
who voted in a non-political way to fulfill Joey’s wish.
Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane
Mr. Tyler resumed by saying that the BAA must hear appeals of persons claiming to be aggrieved
by the actions of the Tax Assessor, not anyone else. Only the BAA has the power to take appeals
from taxpayer’s review and correct the work of the Assessor. The BAA has heard from several

Regular Meeting

6/20/22

Page 6 of 20

individuals who complained to the Town Manager. She entertained their complaints and was very
polite. When they came to the BAA, they said she reviewed their evidence and their documents
and took physical custody of them and indicated that it was going to be turned over to the BAA.
When the hearings occurred, the BAA knew nothing of that. If you don’t have documents, you
don’t have any evidence. Schedules were rearranged so that these people could come back again.
The only documents they were able to get was for the Moose Club. The BAA never was provided
a copy 400 pages and they were told they could only read them during the hearing, so Lori was
taken off the hearings and spent hours reading them so during deliberations they could assimilate
all the information. Without documents those people would have lost. That would have been
unfair because they are a tax-exempt organization. The handbook says that it is the BAA that
decides to accept or reject an appeal application. The BAA does not report back to the Town
Manager or Assessor to overturn the appeals. He stated to the Mayor that he was not being
disrespectful earlier, he was being truthful.
Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street
Ms. Longhi stated that the BAA would like to set the record straight, as it appears that the
administration was incorrect in her statement during the last Town Council meeting. She said the
BAA failed to do something which created a fine for the Town of Enfield. She wasn’t specific
identifying the fine. In an appeal year, the BAA for cause shown sends in writing to the Chief
Executive Officer, which is the Town Manager, a request for an extension. The Chairman did this
request on March 28, 2022. After the grand list has been corrected and examined by the BAA the
Assessor sends an abstract list to the secretary of OPM before the first day of May. There is a
copy of the OPM policy and there is not one form for the BAA to complete. For the OPM site you
must have a login to access any of the forms, the BAA has no access. It was the Assessor that
apparently did not file or complete the required forms which caused the $200 fine. She hopes that
administration was just misinformed, and it was not casting aspersions on the BAA. Comments
by administration that the public, citizens, board members, and businesses are regarded less since
she won’t tolerate anything bad being said about her staff. She asked the Council if this is the
impression they want to give the community.
Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane
Mr. Tyler stated that the June 6 public speakers described a painful process with the Assessor and
assessment process. He said the Town Manager’s response was disappointing. Marie did
acknowledge their suffering. The Town Manager suppressed and censored public records of our
public records because she disagreed with it, she said she would repost it after she rewrote our
minutes, none of which is legal. There were no aspersions cast on the Tax Assessor, they told cold
hard facts. The Tax Assessor sent out a letter to everyone saying the State DMV has notified our
office to have recently registered the below listed vehicle in the Town of Enfield. These letters
did not come from the State of CT, they were a concoction of the Tax Assessor. He asked for there
to be an investigation and get to the bottom of what happened.
Bob Tkacz, 815 Woodgate Circle
Mr. Tkacz stated that when people ask what measures have been taken to secure the schools, the
only answer they ever get is, it’s a secret. All hospitals in the State of CT are required to have
barriers at the front door. There are none at Enfield High. Apparently, there are fire violations in
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Prudence Crandall because you are supposed to have two exits. We need to question the police
chief on what measures have been taken and see if the schools are safe.
Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road
Ms. Dubanoski stated that they scheduled during the March 11th meeting the hearings scheduled
for the month of April to be on Monday and Wednesday from 1 to 6pm and Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 4 to 8pm. On March 11th the Board Chairman received an email from the
Assessor’s office that read that they would post the meetings but that no one would be available to
take minutes during the normal course of the workday. He could come at 5:00pm, continue to
schedule the hearings, do the prep work, and transcribe the minutes. This year he said the meetings
will be recorded to allow transcribing any missing notes. That was from the Assistant Assessor.
The Assessor should not be in the room during the hearings. The aggressive behavior by the
Assessor is not how we treat people in Enfield. She has never felt so under siege in the past nine
years being on the BAA. There was no reason for all the stress put on the board and the residents.
Peter Jonaitis, 3 Farmstead Circle
Mr. Jonaitis commended the Council for giving everyone time to speak. He stated that he believes
that all of the problems are being created by two people and neither lives in this town.
Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street
Ms. Longhi stated that the Assessor had sticky notes that were copied into the appeals sheets that
were given to them at each hearing. The BAA did not ask for the notes, they were unsolicited.
The Town Manger said at the last meeting that she was not prepared to discuss the Assessor issues
with the Council, yet she just happened to have a spreadsheet. How does someone who claims to
know so much continue to make so many errors?
Bob Tkacz, 815 Woodgate Circle
Mr. Tkacz stated that he goes every year to have his automobile tax reassessed because of the high
mileage for his business. The problem, he said, is you never know when it is going to be. People
need to be informed of when it will be because they are entitled to their taxes being reduced.
Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road
Ms. Dubanoski came back up to talk about Vision Government. The town has been using Vision
to do our re-evaluations. In her personal experience this company is nothing more than a data
manipulator. Her personal experience was her home being assessed higher than her neighbors and
the response to her was she was asked if she wanted her neighbor’s assessment increased. The
woman screamed at her and told her she should have told her that she was on the BAA. She was
then told hers was not being lowered but they would raise her neighbors. When she left the hearing
there was going to be no change made to her field card. There is a slight change by Vision. They
changed her old kitchen to average. They also changed the effective date from 1984 to 1989 so it
increased the assessment by $2,000. Whatever Enfield is paying Vision is way too much for the
faulty information they are producing. An audit needs to be done on the Town Assessor system
and the reevaluation company Vision Government Solutions.
The chair declared Public Communications closed.
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COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS
Councilor Mangini mentioned that Councilor Hopkins brought up Juneteenth that was celebrated
on the town green yesterday. The celebration was very well put together. She said it was a good
reminder to be aware and respectful of one another.
Councilor Mangini mentioned that the Fourth of July Celebration is coming up and she encouraged
everyone to attend.
Councilor Mangini stated that she received a report that there was a handicapped port-a-potty on
the green and it was removed, and they were looking for it yesterday at the event.
Councilor Finger thanked everyone who sent him emails and texts last week. He mentioned that
the Bosco Family sent him a nice letter. He shared a thought by saying when he was a kid and he
had dirty laundry, his mother always washed it and got rid of it.
Councilor Pyznar stated that she agrees with Jessica the teacher, she has a daughter who is a teacher
in town and a granddaughter in the school system and the schools should be safe. She does believe
the Enfield PD is doing all that they can. We have a Joint Facilities and maybe there is something
that can be done. Some schools are fine, and we have other schools that might be missing
something. Maybe we need to do an inventory of the schools. She believes we owe it to our
teachers, students, staff, and residents to make sure our schools are safe.
Councilor Pyznar said that the people who sit on the BAA are long time good-standing citizens in
this town. They are not people who were just like okay I’ll be on this board. They come with lots
of knowledge. She is appalled and sick of apologizing for a town that she loves. She sits on the
Council because she loves the town. She mentioned that the Culture and Arts people had already
left and that volunteers should not be treated like second-class citizens.
Councilor Hopkins mentioned to folks that there is a state program for assistance for home buying.
It is assistance with down payment, and it might dovetail well with our own town program.
Councilor Hopkins stated that he too has questions and concerns about things brought up about
the assessment process. The Town Council has investigative powers, and he thinks it is reasonable
to start that. At the last meeting he asked that the Council be updated on that. The Council needs
to be briefed on everything because there are a lot of concerning things being said.
Councilor Hopkins brought up the issue with the right of way. He said it is important that the town
looks at taking or infringing on anyone’s property in any way. We need to make sure that we are
not imposing more than our legal right.
Councilor Ludwick mentioned that there is a resolution on the table for the bid for an independent
review, are we tabling that or discussing that?
Chairman Cressotti responded that it will be tabled.
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Councilor Ludwick stated that he has been calling for an audit for four months, and he thinks it’s
time. We need to decide the fairest approach for the tax office, the BAA, and the residents. This
is not going away, there are assessments coming up for the fall, it is an ongoing process. It needs
to be independent, and it needs to happen quickly, not six months from now.
Councilor Santanella stated that he is in line with what Councilor Ludwick is suggesting. He does
not know of anyone that is suggesting that we let it run on for months and months. He does not
want anyone to have the impression that we are dragging our feet and not listening.
Councilor Unghire thanked the BAA for coming to the meeting and discussing all these points.
Councilor Unghire thinks that we do need an independent review, but it should be Council selected.
Councilor Unghire agreed with Councilor Hopkins regarding Mr. Riley and his property, hopefully
there will be a solution where everyone is happy.
Councilor Unghire congratulated all the Adult Ed. graduates who graduated a week and a half ago.
Also, she mentioned Enfield High is having their graduation this Wednesday, so congratulations
to them as well.
Councilor Cekala agreed with Councilor Santanella that they would do an independent review, it’s
ready to go tonight. She said some Councilors just don’t want to move on it tonight and
unfortunately, it is not going to happen quickly if people don’t want to move on it tonight. Some
want to have input on who is selected.
Chairman Cressotti thanked everyone who came to the meeting and spoke.
Chairman Cressotti stated that as a Council they are going to be looking at an independent review
of the process for all sides involved. It will be tabled tonight because some Councilors wanted to
discuss the firms that have been brought up.
Chairman Cressotti mentioned that he was not at the last meeting, his daughter got married and he
thanked everyone for the well wishes on her wedding. He said family matters come number one.
There were some comments made about him having a choice to be there or not. He said yes, he
did have a choice but if someone did not know he was not going to be there, they must have their
head in the sand.
Chairman Cressotti did urge the Council in regard to the District 1 candidate not to move forward
with it. He said it could have been taken care of tonight and they probably could have gotten the
position filled. Folks took it upon themselves under the recommendation he gave not to. We will
be looking at the District 1 candidate and moving forward with that.
Chairman Cressotti also congratulated all those in Adult Ed. who took a different route to their
high school graduation. Congratulations to the 18 people who graduated.
Chairman Cressotti also sends congratulations to the Enfield High class of 2022 on their upcoming
graduation on Wednesday. Congratulations to all the students, teachers, and administrators.
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Chairman Cressotti mentioned to Jessica, the teacher, that this is an issue they will be taking up.
We will take very seriously the five items she brought up tonight.
Chairman Cressotti congratulated the Enfield Stars Special Olympics Team that competed the last
two weekends in the state games.
Chairman Cressotti wanted to recognize Councilor Mangini along with Connie Provencher and
Julie Cotner for being awarded the Paul Harris Award. This is the highest award given by the
rotary club. He thanked them for their volunteer work.
Chairman Cressotti announced that on June 25 th Allied will be having a walk-a-thon and a family
day fundraiser at Enfield High School.
Chairman Cressotti mentioned that on June 8th he met with UCONN project people empowering
people program. They worked in conjunction with our own staff and donated and planted several
dogwood trees. He wanted to recognize them for their work.
Chairman Cressotti mentioned that the Fourth of July Celebration is coming up and there are a lot
of good things happening.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS – Project and Activities Report
Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu asked everyone to draw their attention to the PAR report. The
Economic Development Commission has been asked to develop some parameters for the ARPA
funds that will be made available to small businesses. There was an allotment set aside for nonprofits, those parameters have yet to be determined. In the packet you will see that we are going
out to bid for the demolition of the Lamagna Center and Strand. Mr. Wilcox has also included the
quarterly report on expenditures.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that she along with the Assistant Town Manager did meet with Mr. Riley
last week after he expressed some concerns over some interactions with town employees. They
did visit his home where he is renovating, and it is the Bigelow Clubhouse, so it is extremely
historic. We have worked with staff, and we are not going to condone what was not such a great
parking situation. We moved it and it will be adjacent to the property so his tenants will be able
to park right next door. The demolition of the Strand sits right at Mr. Riley’s property line so they
will need to protect his property during demolition. Any new construction must adhere to new
regulations and will have a healthy setback.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu mentioned that the Neighborhood Assistance Act that you heard about during
Public Participation is on the agenda.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu said that in terms of the assessment issues, there is definitely a need for an
independent review.
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Town Attorney, James Tallberg stated that there has been perhaps a call to discuss this in executive
session. He does not see a readily available exception to go into executive session, especially not
tonight because it is not on the agenda. Three weeks ago, they received the BAA report which
raised substantial issues. Two weeks ago, we heard additional concerns at the Council meeting.
There was a call for an independent review. It is not appropriate for him or his firm to do the
independent review because he is consulted on these issues. These are issues of CT law. The
amount of lawyers that specialize in municipal tax appeals is very small. The best way to find a
qualified firm is to do an RFP or RFQ and get the full range of candidates. This will take weeks
to get it out and there will be interviews. It could be months. The other option is doing what he
did by coming up with a short list of candidates and he narrowed it down to three. After starting
interviews and had to weed out two of the three because of some sort of association. It was
narrowed down to Berchem Moses PC and there is a resolution ready to be voted on tonight if it
is the will of the Council.
Councilor Santanella said he respects Mr. Tallberg immensely and thanked him for taking on this
work due to concerns that have been raised. He said he is ready to move forward with this tonight.
Chairman Cressotti stated that there was feedback over the weekend from both caucuses wanting
to table this matter. He thanked Attorney Tallberg for his efforts. He is ready to move forward
with it.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu feels strongly that the recommendation has no connections to anybody sitting on
this Council, the audience, or tax office. The standard that was set was they wanted an unbiased,
independent and thorough review by someone qualified. She urged bringing the motion forward
so work can begin.
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL
Councilor Mangini mentioned that there is committee that is comprised of the police department,
fire department, and town staff, and liaisons from the council. They meet to discuss issues. The
issues are not brought public because the issues are of a sensitive nature. They are only privy to
this info to protect our school buildings. The concerns are not falling on deaf ears.
Chairman Cressotti mentioned that discussed at the Commission on Aging was a reminder for the
residents that we are establishing a tax relief committee and if anyone is interested, they can submit
an application to the Town Manager’s office.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None.
NEW BUSINESS – Tabled.
Chairman Cressotti asked if we are removing from table or keeping it tabled.
Councilor Ludwick stated that people need to feel comfortable with this decision.
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Councilor Pyznar stated that she wants to see this resolved quickly but with accuracy. We need to
gain back the respect of our citizens. She would like to be a bigger part in choosing. She stated
that they are the governing body.
Councilor Unghire agreed with Councilor Pyznar and said she would like to be part of the process
of selecting who we get.
Councilor Cekala stated she is ready to vote tonight.
Chairman Cressotti is ready to vote tonight.
Councilor Mangini is also ready to vote. Time is of the essence, and it needs to be resolved. We
are not meeting again until July and then again in August.
Councilor Hopkins thinks we should move quickly but is not ready to move forward with it tonight.
Councilor Santanella stated that there will not be enough votes to vote tonight so he suggested a
special meeting next week. We owe it to folks to get this done. He would, however, vote on it
tonight if there were enough votes.
Councilor Finger mentioned that he did not see anything in his Councilor emails that this research
on firms was being done. He thinks they should have been more involved with the process. He is
ready to vote tonight.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that the process was a culling of names based on specialty and availability
and people who do not have conflicts with Enfield.
Councilor Hopkins did not necessarily have a problem with the law firm, he wanted more
information about the process and knowing that an independent review is the best way to go.
Chairman Cressotti stated that the charge would be to interview the recommendation first and then
additional pool.
Councilor Cekala stated that she is hearing that some Councilors are ready to vote now, some want
to go to RFP, and some want to be briefed on what the firm or person would be looking at before
the next step which would be the independent review. She is not sure that there is a uniform charge
wanted.
Councilor Mangini added to what Councilor Cekala stated but commented that if the Town
Attorney has already vetted firms and attorneys and has come up with a firm why would the
Council look at another pool that will probably contain the same firm. Why would the Council
micromanage town staff?
Councilor Hopkins did state that they have the power to investigate town departments. He wants
to learn more about the problems that folks have raised. He wants to know more before it is farmed
out to an independent law firm. We should act quickly but also very carefully.
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Councilor Ludwick said he would like to interview the candidate and see the scope of what they
are going to do. The Council has legislative and investigative authority, and everyone needs to be
comfortable. An RFP can be done simultaneously and if everyone is feeling that the person is
going to be impartial, the RFP can be rescinded.
Chairman Cressotti stated first and foremost a meeting needs to be set up to talk to the firm. We
will then determine where to go from there.
CONSENT AGENDA
Councilor Ludwick stated that number six and seven with the amount of money being requested,
they should be discussed. He feels they should be regular agenda items, not consent agenda items.
He is not against the projects, but he will have to abstain.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that these are approved through the budget process. They were put on
consent because they have already been approved but we wanted to show people so they can follow
along with what the ARPA funds are doing.
MOTION #6287 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala to approve Consent
Agenda.
Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6287 adopted
8-0-1 with Councilor Ludwick abstaining.
APPOINTMENTS/TOWN COUNCIL APPOINTED
Chairman Cressotti stated that at the request of Councilors Santanella and Unghire who serve as
the liaisons to the commission, there will not be any action on the appointments tonight.
TOWN MANAGER APPOINTED/COUNCIL APPROVED – None.
P&Z COMMISSION APPOINTED/COUNCIL APPROVED – None.
RESOLUTION #6288 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Hopkins.
RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the following
transfer is hereby made.
TO: Social Services Administration
Other Professional Services

22040001-533900

$12,500

Appropriated Fund Balance

22044001-499000

$12,500
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CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 20, 2022.
/s/ John Wilcox, Director of Finance
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6288 adopted
9-0-0.
RESOLUTION #6289 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella.
WHEREAS, Chapter 22, Article II of the Town Code establishes the Enfield Culture and Arts
Commission; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to amend the Ordinance to add a Board of Education
Liaison to be determined by the Board of Education; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to seek input from the residents of the Town of Enfield
regarding the proposed amendments.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Enfield Town Council will hold a Public Hearing in
the Enfield Town Hall Council Chambers, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, CT on Tuesday, July 5,
2022 at 6:50p.m. to allow interested residents an opportunity to express their opinions regarding
the Proposed Amendments to Chapter 22 of the Town Code of Enfield, Article II, the Enfield
Culture and Arts Commission Ordinance.
Councilor Mangini wanted clarification as to why we need a BOE liaison.
Councilor Santanella stated that he and Councilor Unghire sit as liaisons on the commission. There
are many art communities and many of them exist in the schools. There is a whole community out
there that has no ties to the commission. The BOE liaison will be able to bring in and include
those groups.
Councilor Unghire stated that the hearing will allow for plenty of discussion and the value or not
of having the liaison.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6289 adopted
9-0-0.
RESOLUTION #6290 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella.
WHEREAS, Impact Residential Development, LLC (IRD) has submitted a Memorandum of
Agreement to the town as to the proposed redevelopment project for the former Strand Theater
property and Lamagna Activity Center properties; and
WHEREAS, IRD will be the preferred developer to plan the mixed-use redevelopment project,
complete its due diligence, and develop a final design.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council authorizes the Town
Manager to sign the Memorandum of Agreement with Impact Residential Development, LLC,
subject to review by the Town Attorney.
Councilor Pyznar stated that Mr. Riley is here, and we do have to take into consideration his
easement. She met with people from IRD, the design is beautiful, it will enhance Thompsonville.
She asked that every effort be made to have Mr. Riley and his property included and that we work
with him in a fair and just way.
Councilor Unghire commented that she supports every effort for redevelopment down in
Thompsonville. Is there a way to make this compatible and make this not interfere with his
tenants?
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu responded yes, we will make sure that that happens. Discussion will happen to
ensure easements are preserved or improved.
Councilor Unghire stated that she did not see a passage to his property on the design plans.
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that this is a rendering to give to give the Town Council an idea of what
Impact’s vision was. This is not legally binding. This is extremely preliminary; there are months
of work to be done before anything becomes final.
Councilor Santanella clarified to Mr. Riley that they are just engaging this firm, not about the
drawing or his easement. It is a plan to bring something spectacular into the community and he
said he respects Mr. Riley’s concerns.
Chairman Cressotti assured Mr. Riley that they will be communicating and working with him
regarding the easement on his property.
Councilor Ludwick is more concerned with the demolition. Enfield taxpayer money will be
knocking down those buildings. If he has the easement, don’t we have to address that, so it is
separate. When we go to knock down the buildings isn’t that when we need to address that?
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu responded yes. We must ensure the safety his tenants, house, and property
during demolition, our building is on his property line. The other issue is his access as potential
development comes together. We are hiring a Class A demolition contractor, which is the highest
level.
Councilor Ludwick stated that we want to work with the individual, we are not trying to take
anyone’s property.
Councilor Ludwick stated that as this project gets further in, he would like to see a little more detail
on the private capital that is going in. It is a private/public partnership.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6290 adopted
9-0-0.
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RESOLUTION #6291 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.
WHEREAS, the Enfield Water Pollution Control Facility WPCF generates approximately 1,500
dry tons of sludge each year; and
WHEREAS, the Town has utilized the Metropolitan District Commission MDC for disposal of
said sludge for at least the last nine years; and
WHEREAS, the MDC has provided reliable and efficient service; and
WHEREAS, the WPCF has determined that there is no alternative nearby facilities with the
capacity to process the Town’s sludge.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council does hereby find, based on the
foregoing compelling public interest, and in accordance with Chapter V, Section 8(d), that it is
therefore against the best interest of the Town to solicit bids for Sludge Disposal Services at the
Enfield WPCF.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6291 adopted
9-0-0.
RESOLUTION #6292 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Unghire.
RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council does hereby approve the three (3) year collective
bargaining agreement between the Town of Enfield and the Connecticut State Employee’s Union
(CSEA), Local #2001 dated July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2025.
Upon on ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6292 adopted
8-1-0 with Councilor Finger against.
RESOLUTION #6293 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella.
RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VII, Section II of the Town Charter, the Enfield
Town Council does herby adopt the position of Public Safety Systems Technician.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6293 adopted
9-0-0.
RESOLUTION #6294 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.
RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VII, Section II of the Town Charter, the Enfield
Town Council does hereby adopt the following amendment of job description for Assistant
Assessor.
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Assistant Town Manager, Steven Bielenda stated that during the budget process the Council voted
on adopting a second Assistant Assessor. We took the job description from about five or six years
ago. There was some question on the job requirements being high school education. He mentioned
that the former Supervisor of Assessment and Revenue only had a high school diploma. She
started as a dispatcher and worked her way to an Assessment Clerk, Deputy Assessor, and then
Supervisor of Assessment and Revenue. It is such a nuanced field that you don’t need to go to
college for this, you have to get the experience in the office working. You also have to take
specialty classes to get certification. The point is not the person having only a high school diploma,
it is about what we can train them to do.
Councilor Mangini stated that her only concern is lowering this standard to only a high school
diploma. She prefers an associate or bachelor’s degree. She understands that the job market is
tough, but she asked if a high school graduate is in a good position to handle the job.
Councilor Pyznar asked if we have somebody who is an Assistant Assessor already. Are they
considered a Tax Collector?
Mr. Bielenda responded no, just the Assistant Assessor.
Councilor Pyznar asked how this new position will affect the current two people in that office.
Mr. Bielenda stated that this person would be helping them, and they would become co-equals.
They will not be getting paid as the current incumbent position.
Councilor Ludwick stated he is fine with a high school diploma and anyone good with numbers
can learn the job. Someone coming out of high school with an accounting or calculus.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6294 adopted
9-0-0.
RESOLUTION #6295 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 6, 2022 to allow interested citizens an opportunity
to express their opinion regarding which programs shall be included on the Town of Enfield’s
application under the provisions of the “Neighborhood Assistance Act”; and
WHEREAS, at this public hearing, a representative of St. Patrick’s Church spoke requesting to
submit a proposal for their project to replace a roof on the Community Center at the church; and
WHEREAS, St. Patrick’s Church submitted a proposal to the Town Manager’s Office; and
WHEREAS, the following proposal is acceptable to the Enfield Town Council within the
guidelines for proposed programs under the “Neighborhood Assistance Act”.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
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1. The Town of Enfield’s additional 2022 proposed program proposal be submitted to the
State of CT Department of Revenue under the provision of the “Neighborhood Assistance
Act” and shall consist of the proposal identified in the preceding paragraph.
2. The Enfield Town Manager is hereby authorized to submit this application to the State
Department of Revenue, and to approve any donations received as a result of this
application.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6295 adopted
9-0-0.
MOTION #6296 by Councilor Ludwick, seconded by Councilor Unghire to approve the referral
to P&Z for donation of land for parking in Hazardville Village, 10 Maple Street.
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6296 adopted 9-0-0.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE SAID MEETING – None.
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
Art Mullen, 80 Mullen Road
Mr. Mullen thanked Councilor Hopkins for his input regarding the assessment situation. He
brought common sense to the situation by saying it has to be done quickly but we have to do our
due diligence. Mr. Mullen hopes the Council can get together and talk and come up as a group.
This is a very important issue. He does not trust the Assessor’s office; he does not feel he can go
to them and get straight answers. He wants to know if his time is running out to go back and say
he has a problem with his field card. If this is going to take a long time, maybe folks can get an
extension.
Bob Tkacz, 815 Woodgate Circle
Mr. Tkacz stated that Sandy Hook was a long time ago and he feels school security hasn’t
improved. We need more public input about what is going on and what has been done. Why do
the police departments stand down? He said the Marine’s would not wait 10 seconds. They would
go right in. There are too many secrets in Enfield.
Chairman Cressotti declared Public Communications closed.
COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS
Chairman Cressotti thanked everyone that did come out tonight. He encouraged residents to keep
getting vaccines and boosters to stay healthy. He also reminded everyone about the upcoming
Fourth of July Celebration.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION #6297 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella to adjourn.
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Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6297 adopted
9-0-0, and the meeting stood adjourned at 10:07pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sheila M. Bailey
Clerk of the Council
Town Clerk
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